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Stage and park  facilities provided by 
the Park and Recreation Board of the 
City of Minneapolis.

Minnehaha Park
“Laughing Waters”

Music and related expenses paid by the
fine sponsors listed in this program.
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Please thank them the next time you shop!

Labor Day • Monday, September 7, 2009

SOUVENIR PROGRAM

11th Annual

Featuring:

elcome to the 11th annual “Laughing Waters” Labor Day Bluegrass 
festival.  Again this year we have SEVEN fine area bands, all with VERY Wdifferent styles.  There are a few new faces this year, too!

We hope you enjoy this FREE concert. PLEASE thank the fine sponsors who paid 
for everything by patronizing their businesses!

Most of the bands have CDs or DVDs for sale; see them before or after their set.  
All of the musicians will be happy to talk with you—don’t be shy!

1:00     
1:50     
2:40     
3:30     
4:20     
5:10     The High 48s
6:00     Hello Stranger Band

The Platte Valley Boys
Ivory Bridge
Free Range Pickin’
The Middle Spunk Creek Boys
Sawtooth

Minnehaha Falls in 1917

Festival
Bluegrass

Thanks to Oxendale’s Market for the water and ice for the bands!

Pat Paulsen for President



Armadillo Sound & Design
Concert, Festival & Event - Sound & Lighting Production

Serving the acoustic music community since 1985

Doug Lohman
Armadillo Sound & Design
www.ArmadilloSound.com
Cell: 612-306-3490
douglohman@aol.com

Program by Bruce Jaeger Technical Services, (763) 560-7663 
www.BJTechServ.com

Festival Committee:  Alan Jesperson, Bruce Jaeger, Jim Tordoff
Doug Lohman.    

Sound by Armadillo. 

Concept and most of the legwork: Alan Jesperson

, 

Gilman Management Services

Web Site Development
Custom Programming

John Gilman
651.353.4041
JohnGilman@gmzone.com

Thanks to Oxendale’s Market for the water and ice for the bands!

5025 34th  Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota
612-724-4474

MARKET

“Owned and operated by your neighbors”

Open 6am-10pm
7 days a week

Full service meat dept.
Recently remodeled!

The Middle Spunk Creek Boys in 1971

*  Award winning coffee

*  Free wi-fi

*  Breakfast all day

1931 Nicollet Ave South

Minneapolis, MN 55404

Phone: (612) 354-2007

Minneapolis, MN 55406

Phone: (612) 276-0100

www.tilliesbean.com

2803 East 38th Street

Smash the steam looms!
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Bluegrass Festival !

Cap’s  Grille
5000 Hiawatha Avenue

(612) 722-2277

his is the 11th annual “Laughing Waters” Bluegrass 
Festival, and the 11th annual attempt to describe just Twhat the heck Bluegrass Music is. While there are 

enough exceptions to disqualify any narrow definition, blue-
grass usually involves certain acoustic instruments (5-string 
banjo, fiddle, mandolin, “flat-top” guitar and upright “dog-
house” bass) and “tight” two or three part harmony singing. 
You don’t have to sing like you just staggered out of the 
mountains and don’t know how to use a knife and fork, and 
you don’t have to play a million miles per hour.  But it helps.
     In the Twin Cities area, you can hear bluegrass regularly 
on Friday and Saturday nights at Dulono’s Pizza (see their ad 
in this program). On Saturday mornings, tune in to KBEM’s 
“Bluegrass Saturday Morning” show (88.5 FM).  Also check 
out MBOTMA, the Minnesota Bluegrass and Old-Time Mu-
sic Association. 

 Don’t be shy about talking to the musicians performing 
today!  Bluegrass is just about the only music where most of 
the audience plays too (and sometimes just as well as the 
pros!)

TH5010 34  AVE. SO.
MPLS, MN 55417

612-721-6686

Visit www.HoodTown.com

“Thanks for watching!”

Viva & Jerry Telephone (612) 729-3244

Terry Bongard, D.D.S

Corner of 41st and Minnehaha
3620 East 41st Street

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406

2001

22 beers on tap
Over 150 bottled beers

Full Menu
Wine List

Monday thru Friday 11am – 2am
Saturday & Sunday 10am — 2am

4204 28th Avenue, Minneapolis
busterson28th.com

612-729-0911

www.mtn.org

Country Music 
Videos
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3601 East Lake Street, 
Minneapolis, MN 55406

612-216-2419

Entertainment 

nightly!

Bikes by

Specialized, Bianchi, Scott, Time, and Serotta

2707 Lyndale Avenue South
3 Blocks North of Lake Street just off the Greenway

Expert Repairs All Makes – Bicycle Fitting

612.872.6994

Guitars • Banjos • Mandolins

Martin
Collings

Santa Cruz
Huss & Dalton

Bart Reiter
Hoffman
Eastman

Taylor
Walker

Bourgeois
and more...

Call for Lessons

The Platte Valley Boys
he Platte Valley Boys have been one of the 
Upper Midwest’s foremost Bluegrass TBands for 33 years, having formed in 1975. 

In April 2007 they were honored by being inducted 
into The Minnesota Rock and Country Hall of 
Fame. Their music style is considered Very Tradi-
tional Bluegrass, defined by the vocal harmonies 
and driving instrumentation. 

Contact: 
Phone:   
Email:   
Website: 

Ron Colby 
651-458-0804 
roncolby@comcast.net 
www.myspace.com/plattevalleyboys

http://merlinsrest.com

$1 OFF any food item or pint 
with this ad.

Fare served 6–10 pm weekdays, 
6–11 pm weekends

Expires September 30, 2009
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Jim & Karen Pratt, Owners
4812 Chicago Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55417                                      (612) 824-4011

Stop by our festival
booth for Cheese-
burgers and 
Veggieburgers!

MINNEAPOLIS
4737 Cedar Avenue South
Minneapolis, MN 55407
(612) 222-2261

SAINT PAUL
750 Grand Avenue
Saint Paul, MN 55105
(651) 293- 1655
  

See us at the festival and visit us at our new Cedar Ave location!

www.grandolecreamery.comAsk us about Adrian’s Picnic Catering!

Ivory Bridge
vory Bridge™ took its namesake from the 
earliest Martin Guitars, some of which Iwere originally built with bridges made 

entirely of ivory.  Ivory Bridge is songwriter 
Lincoln Potter on guitar, harmonica and 
vocals, Bill Liners on guitar and vocals, Jim 
Tordoff on banjo, and  songwriter Kathleen 
Liners on acoustic bass and vocals.  

www.ivorybridge.com

Ivory Bridge Bluegrass Band 
4039 Tonkawood Road    
Minnetonka, MN 55345   
952-945-7050 

Have a great time at Laughing Waters.
Our name sounds like we could be a bluegrass band.

We’re fans who are attorneys in practice for thirty years
advising and representing people, families, and businesses.

Metcalf, Kaspari, Engdahl & Lazarus
 

Metcalf, Kaspari, Engdahl & LazarusMetcalf, Kaspari, Engdahl & Lazarus

www.metcalf-law.com 952 591-9444 (Maurie Lazarus)

5



FULL AUTHENTIC GREEK MENU

Lake at Lyndale • 612-825-9922
Closed Mondays

Tues - Fri 4:30pm to 11pm
Sat 11am to 11pm 

Sun 11am to 10pm

(612) 822-2040 DELIVERY

Take Out – Dine In
5600 Cedar Ave. S., Minneapolis

See our booth 

at the festival!
“Minneapolis’ 

#1 Rated Pizza”

PIZZA • PASTA • HOAGIES • GELATO

EAGLES #34 / POST #1
th2507 E. 25  Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406
(612)724-9714

Lunch M-F 11am  2pm
Breakfast Sunday mornings til noon

Willie Walker and the Butanes • Willie Murphy
Pop Wagner • Front Porch Swingin' Liquor Pigs

Rockin' Pinecones • Riverside Ramblers
And more!!

Wednesday through Friday
Great dance floor!

LIVE MUSIC! 

Featu
rin

g:

Free Range Pickin’
ree Range Pickin’ (FRP) is an acoustic string 
band that synthesizes bluegrass, folk, and Fsongwriter sensibilities into its inspired orig-

inals and imaginative arrangements. The quartet’s 
eclectic approach to its music, based on lush four-
part harmonies and energetic instrumentation 
(mandolin, banjo, guitar and upright bass), has won 
fans throughout the Midwest and led to Minnesota 
Music Academy Award nominations for best band 
and best recording in the Bluegrass/Old-Time cate-
gory.

www.freerangepickin.com

Free Range Pickin' 
5625 38th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55417 
 

Steve Schley # (952) 942-3418 
booking@freerangepickin.com
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Saturday, November 14th
5:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

Featuring SIX hours of fine Bluegrass with:

Food and Beverages Available!
(Not included in ticket price)

Savage “Dan Patch” American Legion
12375 Princeton Ave. S.

Savage, Minnesota

Tickets: $15 at door, $12 in advance*
12 and under free with adult
(* Homestead Pickin’ Parlor)

BLUEGRASS
in

12th Annual!

NOVEMBER

(651) 458-0804 or 
www.mscb.com/November.htm

More info: 

The High 48’s

The Platte Valley Boys

The Middle Spunk Creek Boys

W
EB S

IT
E

at the

Dulono’s Pizza

DULONO’S EAT IN • TAKE OUT • O
R CALL

Frosty Schooners of Light and Dark Beer on Tap + Wine

LIVE BLUEGRASS FRIDAYS AND SATURDAYS

612-827-1726

The Middle Spunk Creek Boys

Middle Spunk Creek Boys
5721 39th Avenue S.
Minneapolis, MN 55417
(612) 727-2489
Alan@AlanJesperson.com

he Middle Spunk Creek Boys are now in their 41st  
year, having begun their unbroken performing Tcareer on the West Bank in Minneapolis in 1968.  

Today’s Middle Spunk Creek Boys are: Alan Jesperson (gui-
tar, and the only original member from 1968), Bruce Jaeger 
(mandolin, fiddle), Jim Tordoff (banjo), Ken Sherman (fid-
dle), and, the first non-boy Boy in the 40 year history of the 
band, Patti Gilman (bass). 
    In April 2007 the Middle Spunk 
Creek Boys were inducted into The 
Minnesota Rock and Country Hall of 
Fame. 
       The members of the Middle Spunk 
Creek Boys (past and present) are the 
“organizers” behind the Laughing 
Waters Bluegrass Festival.

Ken     Bruce     Patti     Alan     Jim 

www.mscb.com
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MBOTMA



Guitar Rodeo Company is an Authorized Taylor Dealer 
specializing in Taylor Guitars—stop by and play some! 

4151 Minnehaha Ave.
Minneapolis, MN 
55406-3339

612 767-2800, cell 612 759-5987
Toll Free 877 487-6336 (877 GTR-ODEO)

Buy One Single Sided Key
Get One Free

Expires: Oct. 15th 2009

he Sawtooth Bluegrass Band is the Moravec 
Brothers from Rochester, MN — Ethan on bass T& harmony vocals and Jesse on mandolin & 

lead vocals, and also the Birtzer brothers from 
Rosemount, MN — Clint on guitar & lead vocals, Luke 
on fiddle & harmony vocals, and Shane Birtzer, the 
band’s emcee, on banjo.  Tight vocal harmonies and 
precision picking are getting them recognized. The 
band has been hired to perform in Branson, MO at 
Silver Dollar City for the Bluegrass & BBQ Festival 
two years in a row and has taken 1st place in the 2008 
MBOTMA Race for a Place Band Contest. Clint placed 
2nd overall in the 2007 and 2008 MN guitar 
flatpicking championships while Jesse and Clint 
placed 2nd in the 2008 MN duet championships. 

Sawtooth New for 2009! http://www.sawtoothbluegrass.com/

28th Ave. & 50th St.  612.729.2190

$1.00
OFF

Any
Coffee
Drink

Not valid with any other offers or 
discounts. One coupon per customer.

Exp. 9-30-09 
NOKOMIS BEACH COFFEE

American Legion Tri City Post 513

www.tricitylegion.org

400 Old Highway 8 NW
New Brighton, MN   
(651) 631-1124

Karaoke Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
Noon lunches 
Bar open to the public

Enjoy our Pork Chops at the festival!
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2219 East Franklin Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55404

(612) 338-1079

www.hoffmanguitars.com

GUITAR REPAIR
FINE HANDCRAFTED GUITARS

For Pizza and Pasta
The Whole Family Loves!

Visit our booth at the 
festival for Chicken, 
Ribs and Corn!

Start Delivery at 11:00 a.m.

4724 Cedar Avenue
Minneapolis

(612) 724-0063

Open 10:30 a.m. — 10:00 p.m.

Now! Wine on our new patio on Cedar Ave. 

ill has been a part of 
local music for 50 Byears. He first per-

formed in this Park in 
1968. He has been a 
solo, part of several 
duos & groups, ses-
sion player, private 
instructor at North 
Star Music for 15 years, 
Blueberry Bill on radio 
& tv for many years, on 
the Board of the Extemp, 
and at the drawing board 
of MBOTMA. His latest CD “Here We Go Again” 
was released last year. Check it out at dotm.biz.
 

Billey R Rubble

ince forming in 2006, The High 48s have 
grabbed the attention of festival audiences Sin the Upper Midwest and beyond, toured 

steadily, released two critically acclaimed CDs and 
won first place in the 2008 RockyGrass Band Com-
petition in Lyons, Colorado.
     The High 48s play bluegrass in the traditional 
style, with close three-part harmonies sung around 
a single microphone. But the High 48s don’t draw 
their material exclusively from the hallowed back 
catalogs of bluegrass’s “first generation,” artists 
such as Bill Monroe, Flatt and Scruggs, and Jimmy 
Martin. The High 48s focus instead on writing orig-
inal material that combines the soul and drive of 
first-generation bluegrass with the harder-edged 
sound of alternative country and roots rock. It’s a 
style of music the band calls Hard Grass.
     The High 48s are Rich Casey (bass), Eric Chris-
topher (fiddle and vocals), Tony Ihrig (banjo), Chad 
Johnson (mandolin and vocals), and his brother 
Derek Johnson (guitar and vocals).

The High 48s New for 2009!

www.thehigh48s.com

Web: w
ww.AlanJesperson.com

Email: A
lan@AlanJesperson.com

Alan Jesperson
5200 Bloomington Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Tel: (612) 727-2489

Vintage Radios Bought, Sold & Repaired
Knobs • Parts • Advertising

Antiques & Collectibles

Great Northern Vintage Radios
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Walk-In or Appointment
Tuesday - Friday 9 to 6
Saturday 8 to 12

5013 34th Ave. So.
(612) 729-5959

Nothing Fancy - Just Good Haircuts

he Hello Stranger Band’s music consists of the 
classic bluegrass instrumentation—banjo, Tfiddle, mandolin, guitar and standup bass. 

They play bluegrass, oldtime, old country, some 
originals, a little of this and a little of that, all with a 
lot of heart. Strong female vocals, heartbreaking 
harmonies, hot instrumentals, and great songs. 
     “We are five wonderful musicians doing the music 
we love together”—Deb Carlson (guitar & vocals), 
Debbie Sorensen-Boeh (fiddle & vocals), Sandy Njoes 
(bass), Mark Briere (mandolin & vocals), Bruce 
Johnson (banjo & harmonica).
     For contact and booking information:                     

deb.carlson@comcast.net 651-793-5132

Matthew Lerner

EAST LAKE LIQUOR STORE

3916 East Lake St.
Minneapolis, MN 55406

(612) 724-5467

www.SkolLiquors.com

DIAL RAW BEEF
612-729-2333

2500 27TH AVE. SO.
MPLS. MN 55406

43 Main Street Southeast Suite 500 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 379-1411 

North State Advisors Inc.

Hello Stranger Band New for 2009!

Wine sale every Tuesday—15% off alter-
nating reds and whites each week (750ml)

http://www.myspace.com/hellostrangerband

www.minnehahaanimalhospital.com

Your neighborhood pet’s Healthcare Team for 25 years!
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$5 Admission or $20 for a series pass

Now Open!

Coupon valid
through 9/30/2009

Expires 9/20/2009

4740 Minnehaha Ave
Minneapolis

only 50¢ off any 
®

size Blizzard


